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INTRODUCTION 

shn" by the Government of India He became a member of 
the Gorman Oriental Society and was also the President of the 
Gujarat Itihnsn Panshad 

He remained the Hon Director of the Bhavan till 1954 when 
he formally retired to work more vigorously at Jaipur, and 
thereafter I v. as asked to be the Hon Director As stated above, 
he moved from place to place, from time to time, and subse¬ 
quently on account of age, failing health and more particularly 
his failing ej e-sight, the tempo of publication of the Singht 
Jam Series became slow, more particularly because he was keen 
to write an exhaustive Introduction to each publication him¬ 
self In spite of repeated requests from me, it was not possible 
for him tD write these Introductions m view of the aforesaid 
difficulties However, the Bhavan was able to bring out two 
volumes m 19GQ and 1967 by Dr A N Upadhye and Taruna- 
prabhacharya’s Shadauasyaka-Balauabodhaontti edited by ,late 
Dr Prabodh Bechardas Pandit in 1976 The last-mentioned 
work contains in detail an exhaustive Introduction by Mumji, 
written at my repeated special Tequests, and gives the history 
of this senes Even though it is named as Singht Jain Series, 
Mumji has included in it many non-Jain works also The series 
has gamed international recognition and is referred to as a 
prestigious publication In the Report of the Sanskrit Commis¬ 
sion appointed by the Government of India 

MA1VTRAKAM HAI1ASYA 

‘Mantraraia Rahasya (Gram 800) by Simhatilakasun, 
pupil of Vibudhachanda, pupil of Yasodeva, was composed In 
S Y 1322 according to catalogue of MSS in Jesalmere Bhanda- 
ras published by G O Senes p 58, the date is however given 
as S Y 1332 in the Prasasti and the JHA list (list of MSS In 
the inner Bbandara of Sn Hunsagaragam of Jaipur)’’ — Jma- 
■mtnokosa Vol I, p 301 by Prof H D Velankar 

Simhatilakasun also wrote a commentary cm this work 
called l-ilava}t He is also the author of Vcrdhamcma-Vidva 
Kdlpa, Gnn'ta-tilaka-vritti also a Vntti on Bbuvanadjpaka of 
Padrnaprnbhasuri written in S Y 1326 

Jainism does not believe in a conscious first principle -which 
is the creator of the world The world is Anadt But it be¬ 
lieves in Tirthankaras who by their Tapas and Vitarogatattva 
have attained the status of Parameshthi They are worshipped 
with great devotion like the Gods of orthodox Hindus The 
idols are to bo worshipped, so that the devotee may inculcate 
in himself the Vitaragatattva by contemplating on the object 
of devotion This Dhyanayoga is divided into Dharmadhyana 
and Sukladhyana Dharmadhyana is of four varieties — Pin- 
dastha, Padastha Rupastha and Rupavarjita Out of these, the 
Padastha variety has reference to Varna, Pada and Vakya In 
this variety ut Dhyana there is the Bheda ot the 6 chakras and 



mantraraja rahasyam 

Wie divinity is worshipped in the form of Varna or Mantra 

ims variety of Dhyana is very similar to that of the orthodox 
Hindus and the procedure of Mantrasastra of Hindus and Jains 
is very much common As a matter of fact, Tantras of Hindus, 

Jains and Buddhists have developed simultaneously and there 
are many common features 

With the help of Dhyana, the Arhat is to be experienced 
in the head There are numerous Mantras m this connection, 
Keferen.ce may be made to the 8th chapter of Hemaehandra’s 
Yogasastra Om, Hrim, Arhat and other Bija Aksharas form part 
of the Mantras Every Tirthankara is associated with one 

iu113 ^eva*a Chakresvari is the Sasanadevata of Rishabha- 
natha, Padmavati of Parsvanatha and Siddhayika of Mahavira¬ 
swami according to the Svetambara view 

Vaidika, Jain and Buddhist religions have mutually influ 
cnced each other They are not absolutely different but can 
be Said to be the branches of one old religion Jina is one who 
has conquered the mind, speech and body His followers are 
Jains Tirthankara is one who saves the Jivas from the ocean 
of Samsara Tirtha means the shore of the Ocean The Tir- 
thankaras, 24 in number, have laid down the Jam Sasana The 
first Tirthankara is Rishabhadeva, who is also considered as 
one of the 24 Avataras of Vishnu by the orthodox Hindus The 
23rd Tirthankara was Parsvanatha who flourished about 250 
years before Mahaviraswami His name is mostly connected 
with the Mantra Sastra Mahaviraswami was the senior con¬ 
temporary of Buddha and was born m 539 B C (or 599 B C 
according to another view) He was first in the womb of Dev- 
ananda (a Brahmin lady) but was transferred to the womb of 
Tnsala (a Kshatnya lady) IIis name was Vardhamana and 
he belonged to the Nata race He became Yati at the age of 
30 and had the Kevala Jnana at the age of 42 He preached 
his upadesa for 30 years thereafter His eleven disciples, all 
Brahmins, were called Ganadharas The chief among them 
Were Gautama, Jndrabhuti and Sudharma Chandana was the 
first Sadhvi The Jain Sangha consists of Sadhus, Sadhvis, 
Sravakas and Sravikaos Jams arc mainly divided into Sve- 
tambaras and Digambaras About three centuries back there 
arose a sub-ecction of Svetambaras called Sthanakavasis 

Mahaviraswami gave only oral upadesa, but his Ganadharas 
collected his upadesa into old works and preserved the same 
The Jain scriptures arc (1) Pur\a and (2) Anga Purvas are 
14 and Angas are 12 Punas were so called because they were 
composed earlier than the Angas Thereafter, there were 12 
Angas, the main part of which is composed by Sudharmaswami 
Purvas are slid to be lost In the 12 Angas, one Anga was 
called Drishtivada in which according to some, the remnants of 
the 14 Purvas were preserved But even that Anga, as well 
as the Purvas, are said to have been lost Contents of Purvas 
are known only from references here and there After the 
Angas there are 12 Upangns — eleven of which are b> Sudhar- 



maswsmi Moola, Chhoda, Kalpasutra and Niryuktis etc form 
the other sacred literature 

Dlgambaras say that Jam scriptures were written out in 
book form in the second century A D while Svetambaras be¬ 
lieve that they were put in book form in 513 A D by Devar- 
dhtgani Kshamasramana at Valabhtpur 

Mantras and Vidyas are said to have formed part of the 
10th Puxva called Vtdyonupravada of the 14 Purvaa Mantra 
has a male deity while Vidya has a female deity 

. - - ‘.realise Compa- 
" 148 opines that 

< who was prior 
lo Mahaviraswaim and is therefore called Purvn or prior in age 
Some of the Parsvapatyas ie disciples of Paxsvanatlia were 
adept in Nnuittasastra (part of 9th jPurva), were Bahusruta 
and are said to possess even the knowledge of 14 Purvas Shn 
Jhaveri therefore is of the view that the Jam Mantnc litera¬ 
ture m Vidyanupravada may be reasonably supposed to belong 
to the age of Sn Parsvanatha Bhairava Padmavati Kalpa, Df 
which Sbri Jhaven’s book Js an Introduction, is with reference 
to Padmavati Devi who is the attendant deity of Parsvanatha 

Knowledge of Nimitta (Science of Prediction) required 
proficiency m Vidyas and Mantras Nimitta, Mantra and Medi¬ 
cine gave livelihood to many who occupied a position intcrme- 

The Panchaparameshthi Mantra is an obeisance to Arhats, 
Siddhas, Acharyas, Upadhyayas and Sadhus It is considered 
as destroying all sins and bestower of all mangala Like the 
Vedic Gayatn of Hindus, it is Jain Gayatn and recited in all 
religious ceremonies 

SimbaUlakasuri the author ot Mantrarayi Rahasyc., has 
also wntten Vardhamanamdya Kalpa It is the sacred Vidya 
of Shri Vardhamana Mahavira and is meant to be recited by all 
Sadhus daily, except Acharyas who have to recite instead the 
Sun Mantra 

When Shn Mahavira granted permission to his Ganadharas 
in respect of Tirtha Dharma and Gana, he dropped scented 
powder l e Vasakshepa on their heads On this and similar occa¬ 
sions there was recitation of the Sun-Mantra composed by Shn 
Gautama Ganadhara at the instance of Shri Mahavira 

This Sun-Mantra, also called Gamvijja, has come down 
from preceptor to pupil for centunes nght from Gautama 
Swami, the first disciple of Sn Mahavira Some say that it is 
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connected with the 1st Tirthankara, Shn Rishabhadeva, and his 
Ganadhara Pundanka This Mantra is referred to in Nirva- 

nakahka of Padalipta Sun, which work gives this and many 
other mantras as also the detailed ceremony for installation 
of idols and allied ceremonies Shn Jhaven has edited this 
work and considers it very old From Padalipta has come the 

word Palitana Bhadraguptacharya’s Anubhava S ddha Mantra- 
divatrinsika and Vardhamana Vidya-Kalpa also refer to the Sun 
Mantra Shn Gautama is to be contemplated as sealed in a 
golden thousand-petalled lotus He was possessed of miracu¬ 
lous powers There is great phalasruti for those who recite 
this mantra 

According to many Sun Mantra Kalpas including Simha- 
tilakasun’s Mantraraja Rahasya, this Mantra is connected with 
the first Tirthankara Rishabhadeva. There are five Pithas of 
this Mantra Brahmi was the deity of the 1st Pitha called Vid- 
yapitha The second Pitha refers to Bahubali-Vidya — this 
Bahubali is identified with the son of Rishabhadeva Afantra- 
raja Rahasya says that there are 1000 Vidyas connected with 
the 1st Pitha — 20 Vidyas are comprised in each of the 50 Lab- 
dhlpadas forming the 1st Pitha Labdhi means the miraculous 
power of the soul This Afaniraraja Rahasya of Simhatilaka 
Sun has the commentary called Lilavati which is a collection 
of Suri Mantra Kalpas of different gachchhas and gives diffe¬ 
rent versions of the Suri Mantra 

The worship of Sun Mantra is the pnvilegc of the Achar- 
yas Ordinary Sadhus worship Vardhamana Vidya and its con¬ 
nected Yantra Panchaparamecnthi mantra in the form of 
Nnvapada is worshipped by the lnity 

Jainas ha\e not favoured the Panchatatva worship which 
wns common in the Slhula form in the Vamachara Sakta wor¬ 
ship Jains mostly follow the Kashmir Sampradoya which is 
Satvika in ^nature Among Hindus, the work of Lakshmana- 
Bhnttn of Kashmir called Sarada tdaka is a \cry sober and re¬ 
puted work and gives Tnntra principles in great detail Jain 
tantrn can be fa\ourably compared with Samayachara worship 
propounded b> Sankaracharyn Tnpura is considered as an¬ 
other form of Saraswati Jains hn\e favoured the Saraswati 
Knlna of the S-akta-Sampnidaja Baiachandra Suri was known 
ns Slddha-Saniswatn Acnirj’n Saraswati is considered to have 
1R V(d\a Vvnhn* 



INTRODUCTION 

of Ambtkfldevi, given to Manadeva Sun, in Sri Brihad gachcha 
Mulasakba and is given in the line of disciples of Manadeva 
Sun This information is taken from what Is written in Jus 
own hand by Acharya Atmaramaji, le Vijayananda Sun 

The 3rd Pansishta gives the Smaranavidhi of this Sun 
Mantra T ■ * ’ ' ‘ ■ " the Sandhya- 
Vibhog 1 .In all, there 
are 17 ' ’ . " i Juiavijayaji 
Severs" , _ • given in those 
other Pansishtas Thus, this book is a complete treatise on the 
Sun Mantra which is the Mantraraja 

In the Tantra, Mantra is a very sacred thing and it is fruit¬ 
ful and rewarding only if taken from a properly qualified guru 
who can do the Saktipata on the disciple and generate spintual 
power in him Before books were printed, Mantras w ere meti 
culously concealed and given to deserving disciples in secrecy 
But after the publication of books all literature, including the 
one of Mantra Sastra is made public But it must be remember¬ 
ed that any practice of the Mantra merely on reading of books 
is not only not rewarding but is considered positively harmful 

Lakshmidhara the reputed commentator of Saundarya 
Lahan of Sankaracharya, while giving the Uddhara of the 
Shodasi Mantra says that those who read his book are consi¬ 
dered as his disciples and there is therefore no harm in putting 
down the Uddhara in a book form 

Mantra is the Vangmaya Vigraha of the deity Yantra is 
a geometrical figure in various lines angles, circles etc and 
words of the Mantra are also inscribed therein Mudra is the 
gesticulation of hand and fingers to please the deity Dr Pnya 
bala Shah has edited two Jam works — Mudramcham and Mud- 
ratndhi, which give 73 and 114 mudras respectively 

This Mantraraja Rahasya was edited by Muni Jmavijayaji 
He intended to write an Introduction to it himself, hut for rea¬ 
sons stated above he could not do so The text, as edited by 
him is now placed before the world of scholars 

JAYANTAKBISHNA H DAVE 

Hon Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 

and 

General Editor Singht Jam Senes 

Bharatiya Vidva Boa van 

Bombay-400 007 
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